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The quiet Eagle Rock neighborhood
at the smoggy edge of Los Angeles.

When the Next Wave Wipes Out
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THE SLOW LIFE There is little foot traffic in the retro design shop owned by Kelly Witmer.
By SCOTT TIMBERG
Published: February 25, 2009

LOS ANGELES

WHEN Emily Cook, a screenwriter,

bought a house four years ago in

Eagle Rock, a neighborhood on the

Northeast side of Los Angeles, she

fantasized what the area might look

like in a year or two, with cafes and

boutiques replacing tattered old

businesses. “It was like fantasy

football,” said Ms. Cook, 38, who also sings in a band

named Fonda.

A sad flower shop on the corner, she thought, could

become a miniature Whole Foods. An upholstery store could be a gastropub where she

and friends would grab a beer, and a neglected 1940s diner could become a retro spot

for a quick meal.

But Ms. Cook has stopped fantasizing about what might be, and started worrying about

what might shut down. The flower store has closed; no gourmet market is moving in.

Lucy Finch, a vintage boutique, folded last month. That Yarn Store, a hangout for
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Lucy Finch, a vintage boutique, folded last month. That Yarn Store, a hangout for

crochet-heads, didn’t survive a bad winter.

And what will become of the storefront that once housed Blue Heeler, which sold

Australian imports?

“Please don’t make it another martial arts studio,” Ms. Cook pleaded. “What is it about

Eagle Rock and martial arts?”

The deep recession, with its lost jobs and falling home values nationwide, poses another

kind of threat: to the character of neighborhoods settled by the young creative class,

from the Lower East Side in Manhattan to Beacon Hill in Seattle. The tide of

gentrification that transformed economically depressed enclaves is receding, leaving

some communities high and dry.

For long-time residents, the return to pre-boom rents may be a blessing. But it also

poses a rattling question of identity: What happens to bourgeois bohemia when the

bourgeois part drops out?

Over the last five to six years, Eagle Rock became the glamour girl of Northeast Los

Angeles, a crescent where the asphalt jungle meets the foothills. The neighborhood of

35,000 or so has attracted screenwriters and composers, Web designers and animators,

who labor on their laptops in cafes, discuss film projects at Friday night wine tastings,

and let their children play with the handmade wooden toys in a Scandinavian-style

coffee shop, Swork.

It is easy to sniff at such urban affectations. But the downturn endangers more than

precious shops; residents worry that as stores close, the fabric of a bohemian utopia —

with its Jane Jacobs mix of commerce and public spiritedness — will also unravel.

Less than a decade ago, Eagle Rock was an unlikely candidate for gentrification. For

decades, students at Occidental College — who have included Luke Wilson, Ben Affleck

and Barack Obama — complained to friends that there was nothing to do in their college

town.

Tracy King, a real estate agent, said that when she moved to the neighborhood in 1983,

“there were 79 auto-related businesses on Colorado and Eagle Rock Boulevards.”

But as housing prices rose, bohemia expanded beyond the Los Angeles neighborhoods of

Venice on the Westside and Silver Lake east of Hollywood. Eagle Rock filled with parents

needing a place to roost. Hair salons with monosyllabic names like Loft quickly followed.

Density increased, and so did foot traffic; shoppers could walk from store to restaurant

to bar.

Real estate followed the national boom: a three-bedroom house in Eagle Rock that sold

for a median of about $260,000 in 2000 more than doubled to $620,000 in 2005,

before slumping a bit (to about $570,000) over the last year.

As the population changed, so did the culture. Jeff Tritch, 53, has worked for decades at

his family’s store, Tritch Hardware. He wears plaid shirts that likely pre-date Nirvana.

“Back in the ’70s,” he recalled, “the guys had 9-to-5 jobs and would only come in on the

weekends. People nowadays come in all times. They have different kinds of jobs — on the

Net, in the entertainment business. We don’t have that Saturday rush anymore.”

The new residents brought prosperity and, the locals say, a little arrogance as well. “They

sounded the trumpets and announced a vision of something like Silver Lake or Los

nytimes.com/theater

Charles Isherwood's cameo on "Gossip Girl"
Also in Theater:

Beethoven and Fonda: Broadway soul mates
A conversation with Jane Fonda and Moises Kaufman
Joan Allen is back on Broadway

ADVERTISEMENTS

Ads by Google what's this?

Calif Allergy & Asthma
Providing the latest in allergy and asthma diagnosis and
treatment
www.calallergy.com

Los Angeles Renters
Stop Renting. Start owning. Get a FREE list of starter homes
w/ pics
newportbeachregionhomesales.com

MightyMovers.com LA Mover
800 300 4668. 2 guys $79 per hour. We Do It All. Open 7
days.Call Us
www.mightymovers.com

Get Times Reader Free. A Digital
Newspaper That Reads Like The
Real Thing.

Other papers leave you out of the
conversation. Get The
Weekender.

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/c/coffee/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/j/jane_jacobs/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/a/ben_affleck/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/o/barack_obama/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/n/nirvana/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Box1&sn2=e6e11e78/1f76ef28&sn1=663358e/5466e04b&camp=NYT2009_marketingmodule&ad=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309&goto=http://theater.nytimes.com/pages/theater/index.html%3FWT.mc_id=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309-URL%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Box1&sn2=e6e11e78/1f76ef28&sn1=f4c556bf/db995e1b&camp=NYT2009_marketingmodule&ad=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/08/theater/08Ishe.html%3Fex=1252296000%26en=44a6a6164869397e%26ei=5087%26WT.mc_id=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309-PH%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Box1&sn2=e6e11e78/1f76ef28&sn1=f4c556bf/db995e1b&camp=NYT2009_marketingmodule&ad=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/08/theater/08Ishe.html%3Fex=1252296000%26en=44a6a6164869397e%26ei=5087%26WT.mc_id=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309-HDR%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Box1&sn2=e6e11e78/1f76ef28&sn1=47e86cc0/cb6ea809&camp=NYT2009_marketingmodule&ad=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309&goto=http://theater2.nytimes.com/2009/03/10/theater/reviews/10thir.html%3Fex=1252296000%26en=54da9c1b8d22e22b%26ei=5087%26WT.mc_id=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309-L1%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Box1&sn2=e6e11e78/1f76ef28&sn1=5159aa7e/5986bb79&camp=NYT2009_marketingmodule&ad=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309&goto=http://video.nytimes.com/video/2009/03/09/multimedia/1194838376212/33-variations.html%3Fex=1252296000%26en=de631c4ed5dae162%26ei=5087%26WT.mc_id=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309-L2%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Box1&sn2=e6e11e78/1f76ef28&sn1=f4c556bf/db995e1b&camp=NYT2009_marketingmodule&ad=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/08/theater/08sont.html%3Fex=1252296000%26en=d0582f95d1a52544%26ei=5087%26WT.mc_id=TH-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M085-ROS-0309-L3%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Middle5&sn2=7991be30/602709e7&sn1=ff1d3d4a/f9882d83&camp=NYT2009-Mktg-SelfService-336x79-ROS&ad=selfservice336X79.jpg&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fmarketing%2Fselfservice%2Findex%2Ehtml%3Futm%5Fsource%3Dnytimes%26utm%5Fmedium%3Dbanner%26utm%5Fcontent%3D336x79%26utm%5Fcampaign%3DSelfService
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BhPCvRWO5SfjdOanoqAOGo-CrBfvp14EBxcKg_AvAjbcB8NnCARABGAQgnPP4ASgDOABQv9jMXmDJ3uiGyKOQGbIBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwOS8wMi8yNi9mYXNoaW9uLzI2ZWFnbGVyb2NrLmh0bWyoAwHoA4UG6AOuBegDRPUDAAQABPUDJAAAAJgEAA&num=4&adurl=http://www.calallergy.com&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BhPCvRWO5SfjdOanoqAOGo-CrBfvp14EBxcKg_AvAjbcB8NnCARABGAQgnPP4ASgDOABQv9jMXmDJ3uiGyKOQGbIBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwOS8wMi8yNi9mYXNoaW9uLzI2ZWFnbGVyb2NrLmh0bWyoAwHoA4UG6AOuBegDRPUDAAQABPUDJAAAAJgEAA&num=4&adurl=http://www.calallergy.com&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BhPCvRWO5SfjdOanoqAOGo-CrBfvp14EBxcKg_AvAjbcB8NnCARABGAQgnPP4ASgDOABQv9jMXmDJ3uiGyKOQGbIBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbcgBAdoBOmh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAwOS8wMi8yNi9mYXNoaW9uLzI2ZWFnbGVyb2NrLmh0bWyoAwHoA4UG6AOuBegDRPUDAAQABPUDJAAAAJgEAA&num=4&adurl=http://www.calallergy.com&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BIIyDRWO5SfjdOanoqAOGo-CrBaP1rIgBqdL8mA3AjbcB4OslEAIYBSCc8_gBKAM4AFCu0sSl_f____8BYMne6IbIo5AZsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE6aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA5LzAyLzI2L2Zhc2hpb24vMjZlYWdsZXJvY2suaHRtbKgDAegDhQboA64F6ANE9QMABAAE9QMkAAAAmAQA&num=5&adurl=http://newportbeachregionhomesales.com/redir.asp%3Fpage%3Dstop_renting.asp%26T%3DG_LAFTB&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BIIyDRWO5SfjdOanoqAOGo-CrBaP1rIgBqdL8mA3AjbcB4OslEAIYBSCc8_gBKAM4AFCu0sSl_f____8BYMne6IbIo5AZsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE6aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA5LzAyLzI2L2Zhc2hpb24vMjZlYWdsZXJvY2suaHRtbKgDAegDhQboA64F6ANE9QMABAAE9QMkAAAAmAQA&num=5&adurl=http://newportbeachregionhomesales.com/redir.asp%3Fpage%3Dstop_renting.asp%26T%3DG_LAFTB&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BIIyDRWO5SfjdOanoqAOGo-CrBaP1rIgBqdL8mA3AjbcB4OslEAIYBSCc8_gBKAM4AFCu0sSl_f____8BYMne6IbIo5AZsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE6aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA5LzAyLzI2L2Zhc2hpb24vMjZlYWdsZXJvY2suaHRtbKgDAegDhQboA64F6ANE9QMABAAE9QMkAAAAmAQA&num=5&adurl=http://newportbeachregionhomesales.com/redir.asp%3Fpage%3Dstop_renting.asp%26T%3DG_LAFTB&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BcMacRWO5SfjdOanoqAOGo-CrBYWNo3r9wPHlDMCNtwGQlY0CEAMYBiCc8_gBKAM4AFCnyYrUBWDJ3uiGyKOQGaABwtDB_wOyAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb23IAQHaATpodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMDkvMDIvMjYvZmFzaGlvbi8yNmVhZ2xlcm9jay5odG1sgAIBqAMB6AOFBugDrgXoA0T1AwAEAAT1AyQAAACYBAA&num=6&adurl=http://www.mightymovers.com&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BcMacRWO5SfjdOanoqAOGo-CrBYWNo3r9wPHlDMCNtwGQlY0CEAMYBiCc8_gBKAM4AFCnyYrUBWDJ3uiGyKOQGaABwtDB_wOyAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb23IAQHaATpodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMDkvMDIvMjYvZmFzaGlvbi8yNmVhZ2xlcm9jay5odG1sgAIBqAMB6AOFBugDrgXoA0T1AwAEAAT1AyQAAACYBAA&num=6&adurl=http://www.mightymovers.com&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BcMacRWO5SfjdOanoqAOGo-CrBYWNo3r9wPHlDMCNtwGQlY0CEAMYBiCc8_gBKAM4AFCnyYrUBWDJ3uiGyKOQGaABwtDB_wOyAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb23IAQHaATpodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMDkvMDIvMjYvZmFzaGlvbi8yNmVhZ2xlcm9jay5odG1sgAIBqAMB6AOFBugDrgXoA0T1AwAEAAT1AyQAAACYBAA&num=6&adurl=http://www.mightymovers.com&client=ca-nytimes_article_var
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Right5A&sn2=f78a9cb0/796ddd8f&sn1=c4babdbf/dd11dd2c&camp=nyt2009-circ-mar-times_reader-textlink-ros-us&ad=123108&goto=https%3A%2F%2Ftimesreader%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fwebapp%2Fwcs%2Fstores%2Fservlet%2FTimesReader%3FstoreId%3D10001%26catalogId%3D10001%26CC%3DTRIXN00006
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Right8A&sn2=778a9caa/7971dd8f&sn1=fae29c0d/8e59d210&camp=nyt2009-circ-textad_3creatives-ROS&ad=030109-textlink-weekender&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fsplitter%5Fcp%2Findex%2Ephp%3FSPTR%5FID%3DwkNYT%26MediaCode%3DW16AD%26CMP%3D34QQR&query=2009.03.12.19.32.17
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/fashion&pos=Bottom3&sn2=edde3669/86847b09&sn1=5f01f55f/fbc95b19&camp=nyt2009-circ-mar-bottom3_tote-34QK4-ros&ad=030109-bottom3-tote&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Foffer%2Ephp%3Fid%3D51%26MediaCode%3DW29AG%26CMP%3D34QK4


3/12/09 12:32 PMBohemian Sprawl Hits the Limits in Los Angeles - NYTimes.com

Page 3 of 4http://www.nytimes.com/2009/02/26/fashion/26eaglerock.html

More Articles in Fashion & Style »A version of this article appeared in print on February 26, 2009, on
page E1 of the New York edition.

Los Angeles (Calif) Get E-Mail Alerts
Gentrification Get E-Mail Alerts
Retail Stores and Trade Get E-Mail Alerts
Relocation of Business Get E-Mail Alerts

Related Searches

sounded the trumpets and announced a vision of something like Silver Lake or Los

Feliz,” said Bob de Velasco, who runs Commercial Printing Network, a copy shop. “But

it’s not going to happen. Eagle Rock wasn’t meant to have that. Eagle Rock is an old-

fashioned, atmospheric town.”

Indeed, in this downturn, Mr. de Velasco’s printing shop doesn’t seem to be hurting, nor

is Tritch Hardware. The shops at risk are the ones playing the Decemberists in a

continuous loop.

“Some of them tried niche things,” Mr. Tritch said, with no gloat in his voice. “That

didn’t work out.”

Kelly Witmer, 38, the owner of Regeneration, a retro-design shop that opened in 2006,

looks exhausted by the drop in business. She recently rented out half her space to keep

afloat. “It seems a little slow in Eagle Rock right now, in spite of people saying it’s the

next big thing, or the new Silver Lake,” she said. “At least on my side of the street,

there’s not a lot of foot traffic.”

NEXT PAGE »

Correction: An earlier version of this article misspelled the name of a band. The correct

name is the Decemberists.

This article has been revised to reflect the following correction:

Correction: March 12, 2009 

Because of an editing error, an article on Feb. 26 about Eagle Rock, a Los Angeles

neighborhood whose gentrification is being slowed by the recession, misspelled the

name of a rock group whose music is typically heard in some of the neighborhood’s

boutiques. The are the Decemberists, not the Decembrists.
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